
May 16, 2021 
Luke 7:36-50 

The Parable of the Two Debtors 
 

The place and time of the story are not indicated. 

Not the same story as recorded in Matt. 26:6-13; Mark 
14:3-9; John 12:1-8. 

# 1 The identity of the original audience 

1). Jesus 

2). Simon 

He was a Pharisee 

 

Why invite Jesus to dinner? 

 

 

The attitude of the Pharisee-self-righteous 

 

3). A sinful woman 

She lived a sinful life in that town. 

 



Social customs permitted uninvited visitors, but not 
women 

 

She served Jesus: 

By wetting his feet with her tears 

By wiping his feet with her hair 

By kissing his feet again and again 

By pouring perfume on His feet 

4). Other guests 

Who is this who even forgives sin? 

 

# 2 The problem that prompted the parable 

Simon’s thoughts about Jesus being a prophet allowing a 
sinful woman to touch Him. 

 

 

Jesus has something to say to Simon 

 

 



# 3 The natural meaning of the parable 

The parable of the two debtors 7:41-42 

 

The question to Simon-Which one loved him more? 

 

 

# 4 The main point of the parable 

The one who had the bigger debt cancelled will love 
more. 

The woman recognized her sinfulness 

 

Simon did not recognize his sinfulness because he was 
self-righteous 

 

 

# 5 The actual or intended response of the hearers 

 

 

 



# 6 The interpretation of Jesus to the parable 

This interpretation is really an application of the parable 
to Simon and to the woman. 

The woman performed acts of devotion while Simon 
omitted customary acts of devotion. 

 

Jesus proclaims forgiveness to the woman because of 
her faith. 

 

The guests acknowledge that only God can forgive. 

 

Questions for consideration 

1. Did you ever get the attitude that you are not as bad 
as others who have greatly sinned against the Lord?  
How did you resolve that? 

2. What can we learn from the boldness of this woman 
to proclaim her love for the Lord even in a hostile 
crowd? 

3. Have you ever known someone you thought would 
never come to the Lord only to find out that person 
did come to the Lord and lived a changed life?  How 
did that encourage you to keep on being faithful in 
witnessing for the Lord? 


