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Psalm 73  

The Prosperity of the Wicked & 

The Presence of God 

 

Verse 1 – Affirmation 

Surely God is good to Israel, 

to those who are pure in heart.  

 

 

 

Verses 2-3 – Asaph’s Problem 

For I envied the arrogant, 

when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

 

 

 

Verses 4-12 – Prosperous State of the Wicked 

This is what the wicked are like – 

always free of care, they go on amassing wealth. 

 

 

 

Verses 13-16 – Asaph’s Reflection 

Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure,  

and have washed my hands in innocence. 

 

 

 

Verse 17 – Turning Point 

till I entered the sanctuary of God; 

then I understood their final destiny. 

 

 

 



Verses 18-20 – Precarious State of the Wicked 

Surely you place them on slippery ground; 

you cast them down to ruin. 

 

 

 

Verses 21-22 – Asaph’s Repentance 

I was senseless and ignorant; 

I was a brute beast before you. 

 

 

 

Verses 23-26 – Presence of God  

Whom have I in heaven but you? 

And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 

 

 

 

Verses 27-28 – Resolution and Reaffirmation  

But as for me, it is good to be near God. 

I have made the Sovereign Lord my refuge. 

 

 

 

Questions for Group Discussion 

1. What injustices have you seen in the world?  How did you 

struggle when you observed or experienced them? 

2. Why does it seem that those who do what is wrong 

prosper (or advance) and those who try to do what is right 

struggle?  Can you cite any examples? 

3. When believers act like unbelievers and still seem to 

prosper, how do you respond?  How should you respond? 

4. What do you think changed the psalmist’s perspective? 

5. How is God’s presence a greater blessing than prosperity?  

Can you explain what it has meant/means to you? 

6. How should your life be different because of this? 


